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Among the Romans, also, polygamy flourished in a more or
less pronounced form until forbidden by the laws of Justinian.34
But the prohibition contained in the Civil law, effected no change in
the moral ideas of the people and polygamy continued to be
practised.
Morganatic and left-handed marriages were not confined to
the aristocracy. Even the clergy, frequently for getting their vows
of celibacy, contracted more than one legal or illegal union.35
St. Augustine himself seems to have observed in it no intrinsic
immorality or sinfulness, and declared that polygamy was not a crime
where it was the legal institution of a country. The German reformers,
as Hallam points out, even so late as the sixteenth century admitted
the validity of a second or a third marriage contemporaneously with
the first, in default of issue and other similar causes.36
The practice of polygamy among the Vedic Indians is
abundantly proved by direct reference in the Rigveda and other
texts, though in the main, monogamy is recognised as normal. In
the case of the king four wives are expressly mentioned; the mahisi,
the first wedded, the Parivakli, or discarded (apparently one who
bore no son), the Vavata, or favourite, and the Palagali, who is
explained as the daughter of one of the Court officials. In the
Arthashastra, the Smritis, and the Epic, a rule is laid down that a
man may have wives, from his own caste and each of those below
his, either including or excluding the shudras, and in such cases, the
wife of the same caste was the wife par excellence, with whom
the husband performs religious duties. The heroes and Brahmins
of the Epic are frequently represented as having several wives but
one of them always ranks first.37
Though the ethical view of Christianity does not recognise any
form of marriage except monogamy, but we could come across that
in the Church of Jesus Christ of later day saints (Mormans), and
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